


One of four children of a sub-
sistence farmer in the village of
Zapotal, in the province of Alta
Verapaz, Lidia Alicia Ical
grew up in a traditional indige-
nous household and was never
expected to finish school.  She
had to drop out for several
years to help her poor family,
but she never gave up on her

dream of one day graduating from high school. After com-
pleting sixth grade at a Catholic academy in her area, she ap-
plied to Ak’ Tenamit’s Moran Center and was accepted.

It was difficult for Lidia at first – she endured months with-
out seeing her family – but she worked hard and got good
grades. “When you want to achieve something in life, you
have to make sacrifices,” she noted. This November, Lidia
graduated from the Moran Center with a degree in commu-
nity development, at the age of 23. Her goals include getting
a job, studying social work on weekends, ensuring that her
younger siblings complete high school, and helping her par-
ents and her community. She also hopes to start an orphan-
age some day. “I am so happy because I am achieving my
dreams that I have had since I was a little girl,” she said.

Martin Coc grew up in the remote village of Sarstoon
Creek, 4 hours by boat from Ak’ Tenamit.  His parents 
are illiterate, but Martin has struggled against the odds 
to finish school. He began studying at the Moran Center 
in 2005 and is scheduled to graduate with a degree in 
community development next year, when he will be 24. 
Martin said that he enjoys studying at the Center, especially
the different activities that Ak’ Tenamit organizes and the
opportunity to work in the villages. He added that his goal
is to work for change and development in his community.
“Education is the most important thing in life, to be able 
to obtain new knowledge and prepare ourselves to work
and help other people,” he said.

Thanks to the Rotary Clubs of District
6440 – Northbrook, Libertyville Sunrise,

Arlington Heights, West Chicago, Wilmette
Harbor, Deerfield, Woodstock Noon and Wheeling, IL –
and the Guatemala South Club for raising funds for a
matching grant to buy solar energy equipment to power the
Moran Center’s lights, handicraft shop, computer lab, etc.
Kudos to the Rotary Clubs of Brooksville, Cocoa Beach,
Eau Gallie and Melbourne Beach, FL and the Evanston
Lighthouse, Evanston Noon Libertyville Sunrise, IL and
Puerto Barrios, Guatemala for funds to buy medicines and
gas for the boats that take our health teams to 36 villages.
Mary Smith and fellow Rotarians with the



These 84 graduates from Ak’
Tenamit’s Fr. Tom Moran Education Center represent a
brighter future for their families, their communities and
their people. They’ve gotten a unique, vocational educa-
tion that is appropriate for their rural environment. The school combines classroom
time with work experience at Ak’ Tenamit’s organic farm, restaurants, shops and intern-
ships with local organizations, businesses and government offices.

For them, graduation is a dream come true – the result of years of hard work, personal
sacrifice and the support of people like you. Most are the first in their families to com-
plete high school, and as they returned to their remote villages, or nearby towns, they
are like seeds destined to grow into teachers, entrepreneurs, social workers, community
leaders and other agents of positive change.

Congratulations Graduates
They did it with your help!

Class of 2009

Please sponsor 

a student and 

transform a 

young life.

Class of 2004
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Please Sponsor a Student
Ak’ Tenamit’s innovative combination of a traditional high school educa-
tion, practical skills, personal motivation and 3,000 hours of job experience
prepares graduates to succeed in their rural environment and to promote
the development of their communities.

For just one dollar per day ($360 per year), you can have a profound impact
on the life of youth who would otherwise be condemned to a life of
poverty. You can help a young person reach their full human potential.

Please sponsor a student and transform a young life.

“I thank you with all my

heart for helping me with my

studies. May God fill you

with blessings for helping

us.”-Lidia Alicia Ical, 2009

graduate

In September, Ak’ Tenamit held its annual workshop for
fifth- and sixth- grade Maya girls from villages in the area
with presentations on the opportunity and importance of a
high school education. This year, 31 girls graduated from the
Moran Center and 42% of the school’s student body of 523
was female. Our goal is to accept enough girls to make 50%
of the Moran Center’s enrollment female in 2010.

The fact that this is even a possibility is remarkable consider-
ing that only five percent of indigenous girls in Guatemala
complete the sixth grade, according to the United Nations. It
is the result of Ak’ Tenamit’s 16 years of working in the vil-
lages to convince parents that education is important and en-
courage girls to stay in school.

Educating Girls for the Future

Please sponsor a student and transform a young life.

�%0,'%--%+"�*/%($%+���
)%0��#1*.-�����������
��
���������#&%��



Ak’ Tenamit’s health department is a miracle team that pro-
vides medical and dental care to six thousand people in
dozens of remote villages that had never seen a doctor, or
nurse before the project was founded. All this for less than
$20 per patient per year.

This has been possible thanks to donations of medicines and
equipment, the work of volunteer doctors and nurses and the
dedication of the local staff and health promoters. Even Ak’
Tenamit’s medical director, Dr. Omar Ibañez-Muller, works
for just $500 per month. But we need your help to cover
salaries, medical supplies and gas for the boats that transport
health teams to villages and critical patients to the nearest
hospital – about 150 emergency evacuations per year at a cost
of more than $100 each.

Health Care for Long Neglected Communities

THE GUATEMALAN TOMORROW FUND
P.O. Box 3636, Tequesta, FL 33469

Ak’Tenamit - Moran Education Center
Newsletter     |     Fall 2009

L E A R N  M O R E

visit our newly updated web site: 
www.aktenamit.org
Join Ak’ Tenamit’s Facebook Causes for updates on the project.

Become a health care Partner for $120 per year and help save lives.

Help us save hundreds of dollars in postage. Please send your email address to guatfund@prodigy.net

POSTAGE SAviNGS

Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund,

P.O. Box 3636, Tequesta, FL 33469  

Tel: (561) 747-9790 Fax: (561) 747-0901 guatfund@prodigy.net     www.aktenamit.org
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